AIRPORT FIRE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
Wednesday, 12 May 2010 
Present:

Jason Ivey, BAA, Gatwick, (Chair)



Bill Kitchen, Cardiff



Paul Galway, Blackpool



Neil Gray, IFTC



Dave Barclay, London City




Bob Slade, Consultant



Gerry Keogh, Dublin



Simon Petts, Gatwick



Rich Lloyd, Bristol




Jamie Webster, Bristol







Nick Dorey, Guernsey Airport

Martin Hawkes, Hawkes Fire

Andy Hawkes, Hawkes Fire

Gael Lescop, Sides

Apologies:

Symon Clifford, Bristol



Paul Hardiman, BAA, Heathrow



Stu Williams, Bournemouth



Ian Webb, Bae Woodford




Barry Alderslade, Gatwick

	1.
	
	Welcome
	
	Action:

	
	
	Jason Ivey (JI) thanked Hawkes Fire and Sides for sponsoring this meeting and hoped that all parties would benefit from the trip.

	
	

	2.
	
	Last Minutes
JI went through the last minutes of the meeting held at Fire Strategy Company last October. As there were no comments from the floor the minutes were noted as a true and accurate reflection on the meeting.
JI also went through the minutes of the last Committee meeting held at Gatwick in February 2010.  The meeting were advised of the new roles for the Committee members which had now come into force.
JI advised that due to Haydn Beynon leaving his post on the Committee that Ian Webb had been seconded onto the Committee and he was expecting to be voted onto the committee at the AGM in August 2010.  JI advised that he would be standing down as the Chairman this year.

Invoicing for members had not taken place due to HB departure but JI hoped that this would take place within the next 4 – 6 weeks.


	
	SW / BA

	3.
	
	Web Site 
Bob Slade advised the meeting that feedback from members on the web site was very poor, there were a lack of stories, items and information being provided in order to keep the web site fresh.  BS requested that information be provided by the membership and asked that his e-mail address be provided with the minutes hopefully ensuring that all members may place this in their contacts and supply relevant information for the web site.
bob.slade@afoaweb.co.uk
Discussions then took place on how the membership could keep the site looking fresh, suggestions such as requesting member airports to supply an article once a month on a rotational basis were put forward but the meeting felt that this would become onerous and that the quality of material was likely to be inconsistent.
It was thought beneficial if members e-mail addresses were sent to BS who could then send out updates to members when new items had been added to the site.

BS advised that the “Vacancies” page on the site is very well hit and it would be useful for those Airports who have advertised via this method to send some feedback to BS on how useful this had been with their recruitment i.e. how many had applied from this medium, were there any successful candidates etc.

Committee Member profiles needed to be reviewed on the site as these had been on the web for some period of time.  It was felt that this should be done after the AGM once Committee Members had been elected / re-elected.  These profiles should show what the individuals aspirations are, what they want the Association to achieve whilst they are in post and how they see the way forward for Industry and the Association.

	
	JI
All
Committee


	4.
	
	Work Stream 2009 - AFOA Compartment Fire Behaviour Training.
JI advised that the guidance document had been completed and that this had now been given to the AOA RFFS WG at their last meeting on 3 March 2010, for them to review and hopefully ratify as a guidance document for industry.  Nothing had come back at this time and JI expected to have this signed off by their next meeting which is yet to be scheduled. 
	
	

	5.
	
	Work Stream 2010 – Vehicle Rollovers
BK advised the meeting that he had undertaken a review of vehicle rollover incidents and that information from airports was poor, some airports who have had these types of incident had not provided information and therefore this work was being hampered.
The main CAA working Group had another meeting scheduled for the 18 May 2010 and this work would be shared with that meeting and subsequently at the AGM.

BK advised that it was the intention of the CAA working Group to have some form of interim report prepared for August / September time.

DB advised that he had heard that 95% of vehicle rollovers that had occurred had been put down to driver error and 5% as other issues.  BK advised that he had not heard this before and that he would look into this and see if this statement was true.

	
	BK
BK


	6.


	
	Fire Strategy Company
JI advised the meeting that the Fire Strategy Company had withdrawn from the market as an ATP for the Aviation Industry.  Commercial pressures on this side of their business had been too great and they had made the decision to withdraw.

	
	

	7.
	
	CAA Update

JI advised that Neil Gray of IFTC had been selected to be the new CAA SRG RFFS Inspector and was therefore leaving IFTC and would take up his new position on 5 July 2010.  NG once trained would be working out of the Manchester Office.

JI thanked NG for his work with AFOA as the IFTC lead.  JI and the meeting wished NG the very best in his new role.


	
	

	8.
	
	Conference 2011

JI advised that once again we would be returning to Dublin and the Radisson Blu Hotel on the 19 and 20 January 2011.  The conference would be fully sponsored by Iturri.  The theme for the conference had been agreed as:

“Incident Management”
JI made the usual request for anyone who had a possible lead into speakers to please forward there names to one of the Committee to make the request.
JI looked forward to another large attendance and requested that airports contact their Police, Fire, Ambulance and Emergency Planners and ask for their attendance.  Members are also requested to ask for their Operations Directors to attend as this may be worthwhile for them.

Costs will be advised at the AGM, however, the Committee are hoping that these will remain the same as this year.  ALOG representatives will be allowed to attend at a significant reduction to non members but only 2 per agency per airport.

	
	All

All

Committee

	9.
	
	ARA Safety Pro

JI advised that he had been introduced to this company and that he thought there may be some worthwhile research and development work that could take place to utilise this type of system into the aviation industry.

JI advised that this was a system that has been tested on buildings, in simple terms it is like having a canister and rolling this into a burning building, the contents of the canister affect the fire behaviour and assist in extinguishing the fire.  For further details it is worth while looking at the video clip on the website at www.arasafety.com
JI asked that members take a look at the video as this would be raised as an Agenda item at the AGM for discussion.

	
	All

JI / All

	10.
	
	AOB
BS stated that as he was now living in France he was unsure as to whether he was receiving all updates on items such as NOTAL’s, DCOL’s, Reference Point, NOTAM’s and other details.  He requested that the Chairman send these out to him as a matter of course to ensure they are entered onto the web site.
BS also requested that he be sent annual exercise  dates, feedback from exercises and any other forthcoming events for inclusion on the web.

NG advised that the rewrite of TB 1/98 was now complete as of March 2010.  This would be sent to BS for inclusion on the web.  NG advised that all members should review this document as there were some changes that would need to be incorporated into airports training programmes.  
NG advised that as he was moving on, Dennis Perkins would be taking over as the IFTC / AFOA Liaison Officer, his e-mail address is:   dennis.perkins@iftc.co.uk
NG went on to say that he thanked the Association for all the hospitality and meetings he had attended during his time associated with AFOA and wished the Membership well for the future.


	
	JI

All
NG

	8.
	
	Sides Site Visit
Gael Lescop, Sides welcomed AFOA to France and  hoped that our meeting had gone well.  GL provided a presentation on a plotted history of Sides which was very interesting.  After  some questions those present were invited to look around the Sides factory.  The tour was a full and frank visit around the manufacturing side of airport fire appliances and was a very good insight into build, quality and the “can do” attitude of the workforce.
The following day we were invited to look at the vehicles performance and operations which was again useful.  The vehicle was demonstrated over rough ground and showed off its all round capabilities.

All in all a very good demonstration of their vehicles.

JI on behalf of AFOA thanked GL for his very kind hospitality, the tour of the factory and general bon amie.

JI also thanked Andy and Martin Hawkes for their input and for assisting in the sponsorship of a very worthwhile event.  Their hospitality was very well received and appreciated by those present. 

	
	

	
	
	Next Event:

AFOA AGM

Wednesday 18 August 2010
IFTC, Teesside
Sponsored by IFTC

	
	

	
	
	Next Meeting:

To Be Advised
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