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Version #2 – 3rd March 2010


 
Operational Guidance

Breathing Apparatus Command and Control Procedures:

Review and refresh of TB 1/97

Summary of Main Changes from TB 1/97
	Overall
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Compliance with FRS Act 2004, Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and the FRS National Framework
	
	
	

	· Compliance with Health & Safety legislation, esp. MHSW Regs 1999
	
	
	

	· Integration with ICS
	
	
	

	· Compliance with FRS Role Maps
	
	
	

	· Assumes that all individuals being nominated for and accepting a role indentified within this Guidance are competent to assume that role
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Compiled on the basis of a Chapter for each main heading and therefore, draws together various entries for each subject matter throughout TB 1/97 into a single point of reference, wherever possible
	
	
	

	· Therefore, also facilities ease of future revision and change – i.e. individual Chapters may require revision, rather than a rewrite of the entire Guidance 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Does not cover:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Competences and/or training & development criteria
	
	
	

	· Technical and/or procurement specifications for BA sets and ancillary equipment
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Status of Operational Guidance
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· 'Operational Guidance does not in itself represent a legal duty on fire and rescue authorities. However, it is seen as the industry benchmark standard for the fire and rescue services and departure from it will require a risk assessed alternative particularly in the case of accident or injury.' 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 1: Readiness of BA
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Draws together of a range of entries within TB 1/97, to reiterate the need for preplanning processes; full and effective checking of BA (and designated ancillary equipment) by wearers on each and every occasion a set is taken over; proper recording of checks; readiness of BA and ancillary equipment; and familiarity with BA by wearers, in full readiness for immediate operational deployment
	
	TB 1/97: CMP6A, pg. 9; EP1, pg.1; & EP2, pg’s. 2&3.
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 2: Entry Control Procedures
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Specifies that a suitable and sufficient BA Command and Control Procedure, based on this Guidance, is to be established on each and every occasion that BA is deployed
	
	
	

	· Overall, the Guidance provides for an enhanced level of command and control, via: -
· The appropriate level of BA Control, and all BA Command and Control decision-making, to be on the basis on suitable and sufficient risk assessment, subject to any specified minimum criteria for each level
· Suitable and sufficient and resilient records of all relevant operational information, risk assessmnents, BA Team deployment, and decision-making in relation to BA Command and Control, to be established on all occasions. These records to be maintained both during the incident, to inform operational decision-making and BA Team deployment, and post-incident, for the purposes of audit, training and any investigation 
· Suitable and sufficient briefing and debriefing of BA Teams to be completed on each and every occasion a BA Team is deployed

· Consideration to be given to the use of structural and floor plans to develop accurate search plans and records at the ECP, and enhanced safe and effective BA Team deployment
· More attention to be given to the use of appropriate air consumption rates and duration tables, plus determination of appropriate BA Team exit and return to the Entry Control Point gauge pressures, especially in the case of known extreme/arduous BA wear conditions
· Introduction of the principle of escalating the level of BA Entry Control, along with the corresponding support functions and personnel required, to be commensurate and proprtionate with the escalation of the incident and in accordance with ICS and span of control principles

· Introduction of additional support roles at the Entry Control Point, to complete ECP functions and reduce the span of control, complexity and workload burden on the person responsible for the ECP

· Consideration to be given on the incident ground to the most appropriate FRS role (e.g CM, WM, SM, etc.) to assume the role of person responsible for ECP, in accordance with the nature, complexity and scale of the incident and the responsibilities and span of control at the ECP
	
	
	

	Chapter Layout
	
	
	

	· Chapter formatted as follows: -
· Stage I

· Stage II

· Special Procedures

i) Immediate Life-Risk BA Deployment (formerly Rapid Deployment)

ii) Respiratory risk only BA wear

iii) Use of BA in conjunction with Aerial appliances
	
	
	

	· The criteria for transition from Stage I to Stage II now aligned to risk, in accordance with ICS principles - with the consequence that the level of BA  deployment is now lower for transition from Stage I to Stage II
	
	
	

	Stage I
	
	
	

	· Stage I Criteria: -

· No more than two BA Teams deployed into the risk area at any one time

· No more than two Entry Control Points in use

· BA Guidelines not to be used
· Small incident, unlikely to be protracted
	
	
	

	Stage II
	
	
	

	· Stage II Criteria: -

· More than two BA Teams to be deployed into the risk area at any one time

· More than two ECPs in use
· BA Guidelines will be required
· Relief BA Teams will be required 

· BA Resources and logistics support for BA ECPs likely to be required (i.e. likely to require the use of a BA Sector required within Command Support function)
· Likely to be a protracted incident

· Greater degree of BA Control required
	
	
	

	BA Sector
	
	
	

	· BA Main Control will no longer exist. The functions previously undertaken by BA Main Control are distributed between the BA ECP and a BA Sector operating out of the Command Support Function, in accordance with ICS principles and structures.
	
	
	

	Special Procedures
	
	
	

	i) Immediate Life-Risk BA Deployment (formerly Rapid Deployment)
· Involves enhanced level of control criteria, i.e.: -

· This procedure to be used in exceptional life-threatening circumstances only

· As part of the decision-making process to deploy a BA Team under these procedures, the Incident Commander must have gained information as to the estimated time of arrival of back-up crews, appliances and resources before making the calculated risk-based decision to commit BA Wearers into the risk area

· The BA Team to be deployed for specific task/s only – on completion, the Team withdraws 

· An appropriate radio message to be sent to Fire Service Control to record and time-stamp the decision to employ this procedure, in accordance with current ICS practices and principles

· Consideration to be given to including a “make up” command within this message to Fire Service Control, where the potential requirement for such additional BA and support resources are reasonably foreseeable 

· BA Wearers must only enter the risk area on the instructions of the Incident Commander

· The BA Team must comprise a minimum of two BA Wearers

· A suitable and sufficient operational briefing from the Incident Commander is especially important in these circumstances: The BA Team must receive a clear, concise brief. This must include, for example, the task to be achieved, information as to the risks presented, safety and control measures, communications methodologies and protocols, etc. 

· The Wearers’ BA Tallies must be entered into the BA Control Board with suitable and sufficient details entered (and/or Telemetry established, as appropriate)

· Communications between the Incident Commander and the BA Team are also particularly important: The Incident Commander must make suitable provision for establishing and maintaining communications with the BA Team

· Appropriate firefighting or fire-gas/dust suppression media must be taken in to the risk area by the BA Team, as appropriate, in accordance with normal fire & rescue operational procedures

· Part of the safe monitoring provisions for the BA Wearers must include the Incident Commander or nominated Supervisory Officer maintaining line-of-sight for the Point of Entry until additional resources arrive and at least full Stage I Procedures can be established

· The management, monitoring and safety of BA Wearers must take priority over other operational considerations in these circumstances

· The Guidance should specify the minimum roles required for such a deployment, i.e.: -

· Incident Command

· Entry Control 

· Pump-Operation
· BA Team, comprising minimum of 2 wearers

· The way in which individual FRAs satisfy these minimum role requirements is a matter for each Authority, on the basis of suitable and sufficient risk assessment.
	
	
	

	ii) Respiratory Risk Only BA Wear
· To be deployed on those occasions where a risk of respiratory compromise or damage without the use of BA is present, but all other operational risks are assessed as low, e.g. small rubbish, grass or skip fire out in the open air

· Allows for the use of a single BA wearer, where appropriate
· Specific BA Command and Control measures must be observed, such as: -

· Suitable and sufficient briefing of BA Wearer/s

· Appropriate logging and recording

· BA wearer/s remaining within line of sight of Supervisory Officer

· Appropriate means of communications to be established and maintained throughout the BA wear

· This procedure must NOT be used for entry of BA wearers into structures, or any other type of incident where there exists a degree of operational risk to BA Wearers
	
	
	

	iii) Use BA in conjunction with Aerial Appliances

· No change from TB 1/97
	
	
	

	Declaration of Type/Stage of BA Control in Use
	
	
	

	· The BA Command and Control procedure or Stage in use must be suitably communicated to all relevant persons at the incident and logged with Fire Service Control
	
	
	

	Designation of BA ECPs and BA Teams
	
	
	

	· A consistent approach for the designation of BA Entry Control Points has been established, involving sequential alphabetical phonetic referencing (i.e. first ECP established at the incident – alpha; second – bravo, etc.). 
	
	
	

	· BA teams deployed from the Entry Control Point will be identified by a sequential numbering system. For example, at ECP Alpha, the first BA team will be designated ‘Alpha-One’; the second Team, ‘Alpha-Two’, etc.
	
	
	

	Person responsible for ECP
	
	
	

	· TB 1/97 was written prior to the introduction of IPDS and Firefighter Role Maps. In order to accommodate this within the new BA Command and Control Procedures Operational Guidance, the role of BA Entry Control Operative (BA ECO) has been created to accommodate the deployment of a firefighter to complete the details on the BA Board and maintain a log/record of events, etc., and any other duties specified, under the command of a Supervisory Officer. The Supervisory Officer may be, at smaller incidents, the Incident Commander; at slightly larger incidents, the (geographical) Sector Commander; or at still larger incidents, a specifically nominated Entry Control Point Supervisor (ECPS).
	
	
	

	New Command and Support Function Roles
	
	
	

	· At the ECP

· The new Guidance specifies the need to escalate the level and extent of support at each Entry Control Point, to address the matter of span of control (in accordance with recognised ICS principles) and alleviate the burden on the person responsible for the ECP, through the provision of additional support roles and personnel, as required. For example, at a large and protracted incident, under BA Stage II, there may be a need to designate an Entry Control Point Supervisor (ECPS) as the person responsible for the ECP. In addition, any of the following may be present to offer support to the ECPS or other person responsible for the ECP: -
· ECO – Entry Control Operative
· Comms operative
· Telemetry operative
· etc., as required
· At Command Support - BA Sector
· Introduction of a BA Sector Commander, located within the Command Support function and responsible for all elements of BA Sector support, including resources, reliefs, overall search coordination, rest & recuperation area, etc.
	
	
	

	Briefing and Debriefing of BA Team/s
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance emphasises the requirement for suitable and sufficient briefing and debriefing of BA Teams on every occasion that they are deployed and that this supervisory function is to be undertaken by the person responsible for the ECP
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance highlights the need to ensure that suitable and sufficient risk information is made available to the person/s responsible for the Entry Control Point/s, including floor plans and maps of the risk area, secured wherever possible through pre-planning, 7(2)(d) information, and any available information gathering possible at the scene of the incident.
	
	
	

	Logging and Recording
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance emphasises the requirement under the Management of Health & Safety Regulations to maintain a suitable and sufficient and resilient record of all relevant operational and risk information, risk assessments, decisions made, BA Team briefings and debriefings, search records, etc. [It will be a matter for each Authority to determine the most appropriate methodology for maintaining resilient contemporaneous records]
	
	
	

	· Certain risk-critical BA Command and Control information should be logged with Fire Service Control. Examples might include: -

· Type/Stage of BA Command and Control in place

· Any change to that type/Stage

· Air consumption rate/duration tables in use

· Decision to use/not use radio communications

· Decision to use/not use telemetry

· Number of BA ECPs in use

· BA Guidelines in use

· etc.
	
	
	

	Relief BA Teams
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance requires suitable and sufficient arrangements to be made to accommodate the Relief BA Team needs for each incident by the Incident Commander. These arrangements to be determined on the basis of risk assessment and dependent upon the circumstances prevailing at the time, reasonably foreseeable risks and any other variables therein.
	
	
	

	· Where required, the providing of and details concerning relief BA crews at the BA Entry Control Point will be determined by the Incident Commander or the BA Sector Commander at Command Support, in consultation with any geographical Sector Commanders and persons responsible for the Entry Control Points
	
	
	

	Use of the BA Board and Cross-Border Working
	
	
	

	· Subject to prior arrangement and exercising and validation of arrangements between FRAs, it may be the appropriate for BA Teams to use a BA Board of a neighbouring FRS, which is already established at the incident. In such circumstances, BA wearers will therefore, insert their BA Tallies into a neighbouring FRSs BA Board. [Note: This may only be possible between Authorities using the same specification BA sets, including same cylinder capacity, set duration and air consumption rate planning criteria, etc.].
	
	
	

	Bridgeheads
	
	
	

	· Use of bridgeheads – no change from TB 1/97 and ICS Manual.
	
	
	

	Emergency Procedures
	
	
	

	· Note: All Emergency Procedures now contained within a single Chapter – Chapter 10.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 3: Air Management
	
	New Chapter – which incorporates certain elements of TB 1/97, relating to air consumption rates, LPWD and duration tables
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, to highlight the dual responsibility and roles of both the person responsible for the Entry Control Point and the BA wearer in effectively and safely preplanning and managing BA set air supply when deployed into a risk area
	
	
	

	· Highlights that effective air management at the incident commences immediately at that point at which a firefighter is nominated to don BA and runs right through to that point at which the BA wearer is safely back at the BA ECP and is instructed to come from under air
	
	
	

	· Establishes updated planning guidance for air consumption rates, working duration and duration tables, in acordance with CLG and other research
	
	
	

	· Highlights the need for the person responsible for the ECP to adopt a suitable and sufficient air consumption rate, in accortdnace with FRA Policy (as advised by this Guidace) and, through the use of appropriate duration tables, a time of low pressure warning device (LPWD)/warning whistle (Time of Warning) [as based on this Guidance and/or local arrangements within the FRA]
	
	
	

	· Allows for the provision of a BA Team exit/return to ECP time which is earlier that calculated Time of Whistle/LPWD, in accordance with expectations regarding extreme/arduous BA wears and BA wearer safety and welfare considerations (ss Ch. 9).
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 4: Communications
	
	New Chapter
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, highlighting the need for effective BA communications, especially between the ECP and the BA Team
	
	
	

	· Specifies that the Incident Commander must establish suitable and sufficient means of communication between the ECP and the BA Team on each and every occasion BA is worn
	
	
	

	· Identifies that the process of effective communications beyween the ECP and the BA Team commences at the point at which the BA Team are briefed and terminates at that point at which debriefing is concluded. 
	
	
	

	· Establishes the need for a suitable and sufficient and resilient method of recording and logging of all information relevant to safe and effective BA Command and Control Procedures
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need to ensure effective and timely communications are established throughout the BA Command and Control management line.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 5: Telemetry
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, building on some earlier work within TB 1/97, but making the Guidance more generic to provide for an over-arching safe system of work, accommodating all forms of telemetry and ‘future-proofing’ the Guidance to allow for technological advancement
	
	New Chapter
	

	· Recognises the advantages of telemetry in enhancing BA Team safety and effectiveness, via improved communications and air management
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 6: Structural Search Procedure
	
	New Chapter
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, which acknowledges that an element of BA Command and Control transfers from the ECP to the BA Team Leader on entry into a risk area, particularly within a structural risk where the BA Team will be out of sight of the BA ECP
	
	
	

	· Provides safe system of work principles for searching within structures and outlines the two main methodologies for structural search procedures, upon which FRAs may determine more detailed Search & Rescue Standing Operating Procedures. These are: -

· Compartment Search Procedure – a compartment is searched before moving on to the next compartment

· Directional Search Procedure – the search essentially progresses along a left or right hand wall through the structure
	
	
	

	· Identifies that both search methodologies are essentially based on either left-hand or right-hand wall fixed reference point orientation.
	
	
	

	· “Close Proximity”: The new Guidance specifies a requirement for BA wearers within a BA Team to remain in “close proximity”, whilst within the risk area. This must be a physical connection involving use of the short personal line or remaining in direct arms length or touching distance.
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need for suitable and sufficient briefing and debriefing of BA Teams on each and every occasion BA is deployed (see Ch.’s 2 & 4)
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the advantages conferred on the safety and effectiveness of BA Command and Control Procedures and BA operations from appropriate preplanning, information gathering and the use of structure and floor plans, for briefing and debriefing of BA teams and generating accurate Search plans and records (see Ch.’s 2 & 4)
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need for recording and logging of BA Command and Control and BA Team firefighting and/or search instructions (see Ch.’s 2 & 4).
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need to establish suitable and sufficient means of communications between ECP and BA team (see Ch. 4).
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need for effective air management (see Ch. 3).
	
	
	

	· Highlights the need to consider BA wearer welfare (see Ch. 9).
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need to determine suitable and efficient emergency arrangements (se Ch. 10).
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 7: BA Guidelines
	
	Draws together of a series of items within TB 1/97 and updates
	

	
	
	
	

	· Recognises that BA Guidelines are considered relevant and useful for establishing a safe system of work for BA Teams in certain circumstances.
	
	
	

	· Acknowledges that BA Guidelines, especially in their current format, are not the only solution for achieving specfic operational outcomes at an incident.
	
	
	

	· Therefore, also recognises that where used, BA Guidelines should not be deployed in isolation, but in conjunction with a range of additional risk reduction/control measures.
	
	
	

	· Further recognises the need for and introduces a range of enhanced command and control procedures for the deployment of BA Guidelines (see Ch. 2).
	
	
	

	· Reiterates the need for effective firefighting, search and rescue BA Command and Control procedures (see. Ch. 6).
	
	
	

	· Establishes general principles for a safe system of work for the use of BA Guidelines, including both the laying of and searching off Guidelines.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 8: Ancillary BA Equiment and Special Procedures
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Part A: Ancillary Equipment
	
	
	

	· Differentiates between those items of equipment that are considered integral to the BA set, i.e. DSU and personal line, and that ancillary equipment which may be selected and used in conjunction with BA to achieve additional operational objectives and/or enhance the safety and effectiveness of BA operations (e.g. lamp, hand-held radion, TiC, etc.).
	
	New Section
	

	· Acknowledges that the BA set (and integral equipment) must conform to existing British and European technical and procurement standards
	
	
	

	· Establishes that the deployment of equipment ancillary to the BA set into the risk area by the BA Team is optional, depending upon the tasks to be undertaken and the objectives to be achieved, and that the decision on whether to deploy such equipment must be made on the basis of a suitable and sufficient risk assessment. This will balance the advantages conferred by such equipment on BA Wearer effectiveness and safety, against risk. [The main issue here relates to the deployment of electrical equipment within the risk area and intrinsic safety].
	
	
	

	· This reiterates the need for appropriate preplanning and corresponding strategic equipment procurement and development of corresponding SOPs by the FRA, taking cognisance of any special risk sites within their area and local policy considerations
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Part B: Special Procedures
	
	
	

	1. BA Set removal within constricted spaces. Establishes general principles for a safe system of work in relation to BA set removal and therefore, allows for FRAs to determine their own SOPs accordingly
	
	
	

	2. Airline. Establishes general principles for a safe system of work in relation to the use of airline equipment and therefore, allows for FRAs to determine their own SOPs accordingly
	
	
	

	3. Hi-Expansion Foam. Establishes general principles for a safe system of work in relation the wearing of BA within Hi-Ex Foam and therefore, allows for FRAs to determine their own SOPs accordingly
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 9: Welfare of BA Wearers
	
	New Chapter
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, which recognises and insorporates modern MHSW and ICS criteria and the findings of recent research work by the Research and Statistics Division of FRD at CLG into Operational Guidance.
	
	
	

	· Establishes the need for BA wearer welfare to be considered at incidents. 
	
	
	

	· This to include, that individuals nominated to wear BA are suitably fit to wear (i.e. hydrated and have not recently completed undue arduous work, for example); receive appropriate post-wear rest and recuperation, rehydration and, where necessary, cooling, prior to redployment on the incident ground.; etc.
	
	
	

	· Acknowledges the dual responsibilities on both the person reponsible for the Entry Control Point and the individual, in order to establish the suitability of an individual to wear BA at any given time.  
	
	
	

	· Mitigates against any one individual undertaking an excessive number of BA wears at any one incident.
	
	
	

	· Identifies that certain types of incident may require more advanced, comprehensive and/or professional welfare monitoring processes to be introduced (e.g. extremely arduous BA conditions, some Hazmats incidents, Radiological events, etc.). 
	
	
	

	· This Chapter is worded in such a way as to allow for further revision and development in the future to accommodate the findings of further research and technological advancement.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 10: Emergency Procedures
	
	Draws together, consolidates and updates entries within TB 1/97
	

	
	
	
	

	· All relevant references to emergency procedures and emergency teams within TB 1/97 are drawn together into this single point of reference, wherever possible.
	
	
	

	· The basic premise is that suitable and sufficient emergency arrangements, determined on the basis of risk assessment, must be established on all occasions BA is deployed, subject to any minimum criteria under particular Stages of BA Control.
	
	
	

	· Where the emergency arrangments will require additional resources not immediately available at the incident ground, this process does not therefore, preclude the option of remaining in “defensive mode”, pending the arrival of the necessary additional resources.
	
	
	

	· The overall incident emergency arrangements must be determined by the Incident Commander. However, it is likely that the risk assessment and decision-making process will involve consultation with the BA Sector Commander (where established), geographical Sector Commanders (where established) and/or those persons responsible for the Entry Control Points.
	
	
	

	· In terms of the number of BA Emergency Teams required at each ECP, their nature, size, resources and other provisions, these matters will be determined and managed by the person responsible for the Entry Control Point, on the basis of risk assessment and in consultation with the (geographical) Sector Commander, BA Sector Commander and/or Incident Commander, as appropriate (subject to any mimimum criteria under particular Stages of BA Control).
	
	
	

	· Under the new Guidance, BA Main Control will no longer exist (see Ch.2). Where the need for BA Emergency Teams is identified, these should be established and managed on subsidiarity principles: As the Command Support function may be some distance away from the ECPs and given that the person responsible for the ECP may be required to deploy BA Emergency Teams at a moment’s notice and without undue delay (subject to proper briefing of Teams, etc.), the new Guidance proposes that in all cases under Stage II, suitably sized, resourced and equipped BA Emergency Team/s will be required to standby at each Entry Control Point. The number, nature, size and composition of Emergency Teams at each ECP will be determined on the basis of risk assessment. 
	
	
	

	Minimum Criteria
	
	
	

	· Where the need for Emergency Teams are identified, or in the case of Stage II, on all occasions, the minimum requirement will be one BA Emergency Team at each ECP. In all other respects, the provisions contained with TB 1/97 remain: i.e. (i) The person responsible for each ECP shall have a fully equipped BA Emergency Team rigged and standing by throughout the period that BA is in use; (ii) The composition of the emergency teams will depend upon the nature of the incident, the location of BA wearers and the number of BA wearers in the largest teams. A minimum of two BA wearers will be required for every emergency team and these will be equipped with cylinders with at least equivalent maximum duration to the BA of the wearers committed to the risk area.
	
	
	

	· Stage I

· The Incident Commander must provide for suitable and sufficient BA emergency arrangements

· These may or may not involve the provision of BA Emergency Team/s
	
	
	

	· Stage II

· The Incident Commander must provide for suitable and sufficient BA emergency arrangements

· The minimum provision in all cases must be at least one BA Emergency Team at each and every BA ECP
	
	
	

	· Special Procedures

· As per Stage I
	
	
	

	Size of BA Emergency Team
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance also specifies that the number of members of the BA Emergency Team standing by at each Entry Control Point must be at least equal to that of the largest BA Team deployed within the risk area from that ECP.
	
	
	

	Evacuation Whistle/Device
	
	
	

	· The new Guidance is not advocating any change to current procedures involving the use of evacuation whistles and the expected action at BA ECPs, other than seeking to “future-proof” the wording to facilitate the increased use of radio communications, telemetry and provisions for phased evacuation, both now and in the future.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 11: Interoperability
	
	New Chapter
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, to explicitly highlight the advantages of interoperability toward FRS effectiveness, FRA efficiency and the safety and welfare of firefighters and where possible, other emergency responders, through common adherence to this national Guidance
	
	
	

	· Reiterates that the Guidance in its entirety provides for generic safe systems of work for all FRAs and therefore, facilitates the development of localised MoUs and SOPs for cross-border working and interoperability between FRAs.
	
	
	

	· Suggests that the Guidance in its entirety offers generic safe systems of work principles for other emergency services and other agencies, should they wish to adopt it. It therefore, facilitates the development of national agreements and MoUs and localised SOPs between the FRS and other services, industries and agencies.
	
	
	

	· Allows for future revision and addition, to document specific principles for safe systems of work with specialist FRS functions, other emergency responders and other agencies
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 12: National Resilience
	
	New Chapter
	

	
	
	
	

	· New Chapter, to highlight the advantages conferred toward enhanced National Resilience through adherence to this national Guidance
	
	
	

	· Reiterates that one of the objectives of this Guidance is that it seeks to support the consolidatation and production of common safe systems of work, principles, protocols and procedures for all FRS activity, whether mainstream FRS or under the auspices of the deployment of National Resilience assets (especially in the cases of USAR and Mass Decontamination).
	
	
	

	· Allows for future revision and addition, in accordance with NR developments.
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